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maternal ischio-pubic symphysis and the more considerable
extent of the pelvic walls, as well as the peculiar curve in the
floor of the pelvis. The various positions in this presentation
do not differ much from those in a mare with a narrow pelvis.
The same may be said of the positions in the posterior
presentation. In the lumbo-sacral position the calf is more
frequently born than the foal, because the stifles of the calf
are more oblique, and are not so liable to be held by the
anterior border of the pubis, and the femurs are not much
longer than the sacro-pubic diameter. The cow is more
rarely subject to injury, and more frequently calves spon-
taneously, when the calf is in this position.
The Smaller Animals.
In a general way, the same remarks are applicable here to
presentations and positions as in the case of the mare and
cow-
In the sheep and goat especially, similar modifications
occur in the foetus, when single, during parturition. In
multiple gestation the dimensions of the young animals are
frequently less than those of the pelvis, and parturition is
therefore comparatively easier. The latter is nearly always
the case with the sow, and even more frequently with th*
bitch and cat. In the bitch, in the anterior presentation, th<
fore-limbs of the fcetus are frequently placed alongside th<
thorax in traversing the pelvis. The head of the foetus if
even more voluminous than the chest, and is not nearly s<
compressible. The head presents usually the most serioui
obstacle to parturition, especially when it is not only large
but the muzzle short. The posterior presentation is frequen
in carnivora, and offers no special difficulty.
NECESSARY AID IN NORMAL PARTURITION.
As a rule, parturition is generally effected in animals in a
spontaneous manner, and without danger or prejudice to the
mother or offspring. But because of the unfavourable con-
sequences sometimes noted, certain precautions should be
observed with animals, especially if they are valuable and
artificially kept. The nearer to the state of nature the